
19. (New) A universal open box combustion chamber for use in a plurality of different types 
of fireplaces comprising: 
a floor panel; 
astop panel; 
twosffide panels; 

said m^or panel, said top panel and said side panels each comprising a mixture of 
refractory ceramip fibers and an aqueous solution of binder formed and dried after molding to 
provide a gas tight ajid impact resistant box of panels of a fireplace combustion chamber; 

glass door mo^s attached to said panels to provide a gas tight closed box fireplace; and 
burner means supported by the floor panel. 



20. (New) An open box combustion chamber for use in a plurahty of different types of gas 
fireplaces, comprising: 

a one piece fireplace combu^ion chamber comprising a mixture of refractory ceramic 
fibers and a binder, wherein the one pmge fireplace combustion chamber comprises a floor panel; 
and 

a burner positioned relative to the fl^r panel to provide a flame within the combustion 
chamber. 

21. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 20\further comprising a front panel coupled to 
the one piece fireplace combustion chamber. 



22. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 20, wherem the burner is a flat pan burner. 

23. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 22, wherein the\lat pan burner is generally a 
U-shaped pan. 

24. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 20, wherein the burner comprises a portion of 
the floor panel. 



25. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 20, wherein the burner comprises: 



I panel having a top surface and a bottom surface, wherein the panel comprises a mixture 
of refractory ceramic fibers and a binder, and wherein the panel defines at least one aperture to 
provide combustible gas to the top surface of the panel; and 

a bottom portion coupled to the panel, wherein the bottom portion provides fluid 
conununication of combustible gas to the at least one aperture. 

26. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 25, wherein the bottom portion comprises a 
mixture of refractoW ceramic fibers and a binder. 

27. (New) The gasVbumer of claim 25, wherein the bottom portion comprises a metal pan. 



28. (New) The gas burner of claim 25, wherein the bottom portion and a portion of the 
bottom surface of the panel dfefine an area, wherein the area provides the fluid communication of 
combustible gas to the at least one aperture. 



29. (New) A combustion chamber for use in a plurality of different types of fireplaces, 
comprising: 

a floor panel; 

a top panel; 

a side panel; 

wherein the floor panel, the top panel and the side panel are molded to form a one piece 
fireplace combustion chamber; and 

wherein the one piece fireplace combustion chamber comprises a mixture of refi-actory 
ceramic fibers and a binder. 



30. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 29, fiirther comprising a burner positioned to 
provide a flame within the one piece fireplace combustioV chamber. 



31. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 29, further comprising a burner, wherein the 
burner comprises a portion of the floor panel. 



32. <^ (New) A combustion chamber for use in a plurality of different types of fireplaces, 
compHsing: 

a^oor panel; 

wh^in the floor panel comprises a mixture of refractory ceramic fibers and a binder; 

and 

a burner "positioned relative to the floor panel to provide a flame within the combustion 
chamber. 

33. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 32, wherein the burner is a flat pan burner. 

34. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 33, wherein the flat pan burner is generally a 
U-shaped pan. 

35. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 32, wherein the burner comprises a portion of 
the floor panel. 

36. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 32, wherein the burner comprises: 
a panel having a top surface and a^bottom surface, wherein the panel comprises a mixture 

of refractory ceramic fibers and a binder, ai^d wherein the panel defines at least one aperture to 

provide combustible gas to the top surface of\he panel; and 

\ 

a bottom portion coupled to the panel, wherein the bottom portion provides fluid 
communication of combustible gas to the at least one aperture. 



37. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 32, whprein the bottom portion comprises a 
mixture of refractory ceramic fibers and a binder. 

38. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 32, wherein tl^e bottom portion comprises a 
metal pan. 

39. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 38, wherein the met£^ pan is generally a U- 
shaped pan. 
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combustion chamber of claim 32, wherein the bottom portion and a portion 
of tfi^ bottom surface of thepBi^el^efme an area, wherein the area provides the fluid 
comm^ication of combustible gas to^tfe^BtJe^t^ne aperture^ 

41. OJew) A bottom panel for use in a plurality of different types of fireplaces, comprising: 

a flopr panel having a top surface and a bottom surface, wherein the floor panel 
comprises a mixture of refractory ceramic fibers and a binder, and wherein the floor panel 
defines at least one aperture to provide combustible gas to the top surface of the floor panel; and 

a bottom portion coupled to the floor panel, wherein the bottom portion provides fluid 
communication of combustible gas to the at least one aperture. 



42. (New) The bottomypanel j3rf claim 4l| wherein the bottom portion comprises a mixture of 
refractory ceramic fibers ancra/pinder. 



43. (New) The bottom p;inel of claiQv4iTwEereinlh^ portion comprises a metal pan. 

44. (New) The bottom panel of cla^qi 43, wherein th^ metal pan is generally a U-shaped pan. 



45. (New) The bottom panel oj 




4 K wherein the bottom portion and a portion of the 



bottom surface of the panel define ^Kffl'ea,;vvnerein the area provides the fluid communication of 
combustible gas to the at leSst^on^^^er tyre. 

46. (New) A gas burner for a fireplace, comprisi^ 

a panel having a top surface and a bottom surfage, wherein the panel comprises a mixture 
of refractory ceramic fibers and a binder, and wherein thVpanel defines at least one aperture to 
provide combustible gas to the top surface of the panel; anc 

a bottom portion coupled to the panel, wherein the botlpm portion provides fluid 
communication of combustible gas to the at least one aperture. 
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47. (New) The gas burner of claim 46, wherein the bottom portion comprises a mixture of 
reflectory ceramic fibers and a binder. 

48. VNew) The gas burner of claim 46, wherein the bottom portion comprises a metal pan. 

49. (New) The combustion chamber of claim 48, wherein the metal pan is generally a U- 
shaped pan. \ 

50. (New) The gas burner of claim 46, wherein the bottom portion and a portion of the 
bottom surface of tn^ panel define an area, wherein the area provides the fluid communication of 
combustible gas to the^at least one aperture. 



51. (New) The gas burney^f claim 46, yherein the panel comprises a portion of a floor panel 
of a fireplace combustion chamber. 

52. (New) A method of ^aki^g ^.^^^u^^ for^e^s a component of a fireplace 
unit, comprising the steps of: \ /y\ 

mixing refractory ceramic fibers with an aqujgdus solutior/of binder to form a castable 



slurry; 



forming the castable sluny on a fo]:^ng mold to bjirfld up a desired predetermined 



thickness^non-rigid fireplace com^ustK^ch^ber having a floor for supporting a gas burner; 

drying said formed combus^n ch^T^befon the mold to provide an uncured one piece 
combustion chamber; 

stripping away the forming mold;^d 

heating said uncured one piece combustion chamber at firing temperature to form a rigid 
combustion chamber ready for assembly. 



53. (New) A method of making a floor panel for use in a,plurality of different types of 
fireplaces, comprising the steps of: \^ 

mixing refi'actory ceramic fibers with an aqueous solutionyof binder to form a castable 

slurry; 



mQlding the castable slurry on a mold to form a non-rigid floor panel; 
dryW the non-rigid floor panel on the mold to provide an uncured floor panel; 
removing the uncured floor panel from the mold; 
curing tt^ uncured floor panel to form a rigid floor panel; 
providing aKleast one aperture in the rigid floor panel to provide combustible gas to the 
top surface; and 

coupling a botto^g portion to the rigid floor panel, wherein the bottom portion provides 
fluid communication of coiqbustible gas to the at least one aperture. 
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54. (New) The method of c/aim 53, furthen comprising the step of providing at least one 



aperture in the rigid floor panej 



mixing refractory cer; 



to p^vide fluid communication of copibustible gas. 



55. (New) A method of mkking a gas^?ailerfbr a firepl^e(f comprising the steps of: 



slurry; 




witKan aqueous^^lution of binder to form a castable 



molding the castable slurry^pn a mold :t6 f6rm a non-mtid panel; 
drying the non-rigid floor panH on/tne mold tp provide an uncured panel; 
removing the uncured panel fromXto mold; 
curing the uncured panel to form a rigid panel havHig a top surface and a bottom surface; 
providing at least one aperture in the rigid panel to prpvide combustible gas to the top 
surface; and 

coupling a bottom portion to the rigid panel, wherein the bottom portion provides fluid 
communication of combustible gas to the at least one aperture. 



